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INDIANAPOLIS COLTS

Both PH 
teams 

charge into 
semistate

ROB HUNT
THE HER ALD BULLETIN

UPLAND — In the Delta 
cross country regional, held 
this year at Taylor University, 
the girls race to watch was for 
second with Eagles legend 
Nicki Southerland expected 
to be far out in front.

That runner-up position 
went to Pendleton Heights 
sophomore Ava Jarrell in 
almost as convincing fash-
ion as Southerland’s win and 
sparked the Arabians to a 
second-place team finish to 
advance their team to the 
semistate for the 16th year in 
a row.

Led by senior Andrew 
Blake’s sixth-place run, the 
PH boys will also advance 
after coming up short a year 
ago with a fourth-place team 
finish.

Arabians coach Melissa 
Hagerman — now leading 
both PH teams — was all 
smiles at the end of the day.

“The boys I know had a 
rough year last year, so it 
was good to get them back (to 
semistate) as a team,” she said. 
“Individually, I don’t think we 
ran our best, but I’m not wor-
ried about it. I’m ready for 
semistate for the boys.

“Ava ran a heckuva race, a 
smart race.”

Also advancing as indi-
viduals from the girls race 
were Lapel freshman Sophie 
Goodwin, Daleville junior 
Faith Norris, and Alexan-
dria senior Lilly Thomas. 
Goodwin’s junior teammate 
Hannah Combs was 30th and 
missed being a qualifier by .02 
of a second.

On the boys side, last 
week’s sectional champion, 
Noah Price of Liberty Chris-
tian, was third with a time 
of 15:54 and will be joined at 
semistate by juniors Cameron 
Smith and Braxton Burress 
from Lapel and Hunter Smith 
from Frankton, who will be 
making his third semistate 

Ryan’s late TD to Pierce completes Colts’ comeback win
GEORGE BREMER

CNHI SPORTS INDIANA

INDIANAPOLIS – Frank 
Reich gave Matt Ryan the 
option to go win the game 
Sunday with 23 seconds 
remaining at Lucas Oil Sta-
dium.

The 37-year-old quarter-
back happily obliged.

Ryan connected with rookie 
wide receiver Alec Pierce for a 
32-yard touchdown on third-
and-13, and the Indianapolis 
Colts rallied for a 34-27 vic-
tory against the Jacksonville 
Jaguars.

“We had stuff on the other 
side if we had kind of a dif-
ferent look – something we 
might want to work that we 
still felt could have been pro-
ductive, maybe given us a 
good chance to get into a spot 
where we could feel better 
about (a field-goal attempt),” 

Ryan said. “But we got the 
look we wanted, and I really 
think in those situations you 
trust your instincts, trust 
your gut, trust your guys and 
try and go win the game.

“And I’m proud of Alec for 
making that play.”

Pierce broke into a wide 
smile at his locker, remem-
bering the play on which he 
lived out a childhood dream. 
But with the game on the line 
and the ball headed his way, 
Pierce was focused solely on 
technique and fundamentals.

He also got immediate 
advice from a pair of seasoned 
veterans.

Ryan was first with a quick 
reminder as the Colts broke 
the huddle.

“He said, ‘Hey, you get that 
press (coverage), go make a 
play,’” Pierce said.

Then t he 22-year- old 
looked to the sideline and his 

position coach – six-time Pro 
Bowl wide receiver Reggie 
Wayne.

“Reggie on the sideline gave 
me a little signal that said 
work that release, be patient, 
don’t just try to run by him,” 
Pierce said.

The rookie listened well.
Pierce got the press cover-

age he was looking for from 
veteran cornerback Shaquill 
Griffin, but he was careful not 
to tip his hand. Rather than 
rush off the line of scrim-
mage and potentially reveal 
his route to the defender, the 
wide receiver heeded the wis-
dom of Wayne and held off his 
burst.

Once he created a little 
separation with some hand 
fighting, it was just a matter 
of tracking the ball.

Ryan placed it perfectly in 

O’Connell, 
Mockobee 
help power 
Purdue past 
Nebraska
MICHAEL MAROT

ASSOCIATED PRESS

W EST L A FAY ET TE — 
Purdue running back Devin 
Mockobee softened Nebras-
ka’s defense with his powerful 
runs.

Aidan O’Connell kept the 
Boilermakers chugging by 
cleaning up with closeout 
plays.

Together, it was electric 
combination. O’Connell threw 
four touchdown passes and 
Mockobee ran for a career-
high 178 yards and another 
score Saturday as Purdue 
overpowered Nebraska 43-37.

“He (O’Connell) probably 
had five or six throws that 
I don’t think anyone could 
make — throws that were 
just off the charts,” Purdue 
coach Jeff Brohm said. “We 
thought we had a decent plan 
to get him (Mockobee) on the 
edge, get him in space and, 
of course, he runs hard. He 
doesn’t care who he plays, he 
runs hard.”

The result: Purdue (5-2, 3-1 
Big Ten) has won four straight 
and remains atop the confer-
ence’s West Division, tied with 
No. 24 Illinois.

To Nebraska (3-4, 2-2), the 
strategy was hardly a surprise.

They knew O’Connell had 
played well all season, but 
Mockobee provided a spark 
for Purdue’s st r uggl ing 
ground game and the Corn-
huskers couldn’t keep either 
under control as its two-game 
winning streak under interim 
coach Mickey Joseph ended.

Mockabee barreled through 
defenders, eluded tackles and 
even showed his shiftiness in 
the open field. He surpassed 
his previous single-game 
rushing total before scoring 
on a 1-yard run with 35 sec-
onds left in the first half.

O’Connell, meanwhile, 
seemingly made all the right 
calls including a 3-yard 
scramble on fourth-and-1 
from midfield with 2:59 to go 
that finally closed out the vic-
tory.

“That guy just doesn’t make 
mistakes with the football,” 
Jospeh said, referring to 
O’Connell. “He’s been in this 
program for six years and he 
doesn’t make mistakes.”

Trey Palmer didn’t make 
any mistakes for Nebraska, 
either.

He almost single-handedly 
kept Nebraska close with one 
big play after another after Pur-
due took a 27-13 halftime lead.

On the fifth play of the sec-
ond half, Palmer cut a 37-yard 
TD pass to cut the deficit in 
half. On the next series, his 
60-yard run set up a field 
goal to make it 27-23. Then, 
after TJ Sheffield extended 
the Boilermakers’ lead with 
28-yard TD catch, Palmer 
immediately answered with 
a 72-yard TD catch to make it 
34-30.

VOLLEYBALL

Reigning and defending
ROB HUNT

THE HER ALD BULLETIN

 FAIRMOUNT — After 
graduating six key seniors 
from the 2021 sectional 
championship team, expec-
tations were not as high for 
the 2022 Madison-Grant 
volleyball team, a team 
that would be playing with 
a bullseye on its back all 
season.

But driven by their two 
senior stars, the Argylls 
have won 12 straight 
matches after overcoming 
a sluggish start to knock off 

Eastern 3-1 (22-25, 25-16, 
25-15, 25-15) and win their 
third straight sectional 
championship and the 
18th in the program’s rich 
history.

“It’s a lot of pressure on 
these kids, even on the 
younger kids who aren’t 
seniors, to be successful,” 
M-G coach Kayla Jump 
said. “I don’t know if peo-
ple know how much stress 

they’re put under for that. A 
lot of people wouldn’t play 
with our expectations, and 
for me that’s the best part. 
If you don’t have expecta-
tions to hit a certain level, 
you’re just wasting your 
time. I’m really proud of 
them.”

At the outset, the Com-
ets were the aggressors, 
taking advantage of Argyll 
errors and an offense that 
sputtered early. M-G (27-
5) was not playing like the 
10th-ranked team in Class 
2A, and the players knew it.

After dropping the first 

set and playing even with 
Eastern (16-17) through 
much of the second set, 
seniors Alexis Baney and 
Daya Greene had a mes-
sage for their teammates 
— many of whom are post-
season full-time players for 
the first time.

“We realized that it was 
time that, if we wanted to 
win, that we had to pick it 
up because they were out-
working us, and we were 
not working hard enough,” 
Baney said. “We were 

Argylls claim third straight sectional title

McPhaul, Johnson power Daleville to sectional repeat
THOMAS BUTLER-

GUERRERO
FOR THE HER ALD BULLETIN

 DALEVILLE — Amarah 
McPhaul and Trishell John-
son combined for 17 kills and 
eight blocks in Daleville’s 
25-12, 25-5, 25-14 sectional 
championship victory over 
the Cowan Blackhawks.

In front of a home crowd, 
the Broncos cruised to a 
sweep in the championship 
match and earned back-to-
back sectional titles for the 
third time in program history. 
Daleville (23-8) managed to 
counter each offensive set 
Cowan (7-22) tried to put 
together, and the pair of mid-
dle hitters attacked all areas 
of the Blackhawks’ court at 
will.

In the first set, Emilee Fin-

ley served five aces to give 
Daleville the early advantage. 
McPhaul earned the match 
point with a block, and the 
senior led the Broncos with 
four spikes punched through 
the floor.

“Our team did a great job 
pushing, not giving up and 
keeping them at the lowest we 
possibly can,” McPhaul said.

Daleville coach Valorie 
Wells sensed the excitement 
her players felt once the 
Broncos huddled together 
following the victory. The 
Broncos played immaculate in 
the second set from the first 
serve, dashing to a 7-1 lead 

before Cowan coach Amber 
Huber called a timeout. The 
Blackhawks struggled to 
generate their first offensive 
point until Daleville served 
for set point.

Daleville dominated the set 
25-5, and Johnson made an 
immediate presence perform-
ing with the second unit. The 
sophomore scored five con-
secutive points coming out of 
a timeout, which included two 
kills and two blocks.

“Our energy together is 
unbeatable, and she’s like my 
twin,” McPhaul said. “It’s just 
that bond where we can trust 
each other to get the win.”

Wells said the pair of 
McPhaul and Johnson play 
differently but share the 
same mindset of wanting to 

PURDUE FOOTBALL

VOLLEYBALL

Rob Hunt | The Herald Bulletin

Alexis Baney (2) holds up the sectional championship trophy while Daya Greene (3) shows off the game ball 
to their celebrating teammates after Madison-Grant defeated Eastern for the Sectional 39 championship.

Madison-Grant Eastern

3 1

Daleville Cowan

3 0

AJ Mast | Associated Press

Indianapolis Colts wide receiver Alec Pierce (14) 
makes a game-winning touchdown reception against 
Jacksonville Jaguars cornerback Shaquill Griffi n (26) 
during the fourth quarter Sunday at Lucas Oil Stadium.

David Humphrey | For The Herald Bulletin

Daleville’s Amarah McPhaul exits the gymnasium fl oor 
after the Broncos defeated Cowan in the championship 
game of the Daleville sectional.

Rob Hunt | The Herald Bulletin

Ava Jarrell nears the 
fi nish line as runner-up in 
Saturday’s cross country 
regional at Taylor University. 
Her Pendleton Heights team 
also placed second and will 
advance to semistate next 
week.

CROSS COUNTRY

See ARGYLLS  on B2

See REPEAT  on B2

See COLTS  on B2

See CHARGE  on B2
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EVAN LEPAK
CNHI SPORTS INDIANA

SOUTH BEND — It was 
supposed to be Notre Dame’s 
fourth-straight victory in run-
away fashion against a bad 
Stanford team at Notre Dame 
Stadium on Saturday night.

Instead, the poor play 
that transpired during the 
first three weeks of the sea-
son came back to haunt the 
Fighting Irish on a cool mid-
October night.

Lack of execution and 
missed opportunities helped 
pave the way for a shocking 
16-14 loss to 16.5-point under-
dog Stanford, dropping Notre 
Dame to 3-3 this season.

“This one’s disappointing,” 
Notre Dame head coach Mar-
cus Freeman said. “You have 
to give credit to Stanford. 
They did a good job and played 
well. But our lack of execution 
is frustrating. That was ada-
mant (Saturday). We have to 
look at ourselves and figure 
out why we didn’t execute the 
way we wanted to. We’ll have 

to go back and evaluate every-
thing, so this doesn’t happen 
again.”

Notre Dame deferred to 
start the contest, hoping to 
stop Stanford (2-4) and get 
the ball to its offense that had 

been playing so well in wins 
over North Carolina and BYU.

The Cardinal offense made 
a statement early instead in 
front of the sellout crowd, 
marching 66 yards on eight 
plays to take a 7-0 lead fol-

lowing a 2-yard rushing score 
by Casey Filkins with 10:05 to 
play in the first quarter.

The Irish defense responded 
during the rest of the first half, 
holding the Cardinal offense 
to just three more points.

However, the biggest issue 
for the Irish quickly became 
the lack of scoring from the 
offense against a Stanford 
defense that ranked 110th in 
scoring.

Notre Dame managed just 
106 total yards in the first 
half on offense, picking up 
five first downs and going just 
2-for-8 on third down.

Quarterback Drew Pyne 
was just 7-of-16 for 59 yards 
through two quarters, and 
the team could only muster 
47 rushing yards.

“It was just a lack of execu-
tion,” Pyne said. “I put a lot of 
that on myself. I need to be 
able to deliver the ball and get 
it to the right players.”

For a lot of the third quarter, 
it looked like Stanford’s 10-0 
advantage might be enough to 
pull off the upset.

Following a 43-yard field 
goal by Cardinal kicker Josh 
Karty — his second of the con-
test — with 8:44 to go in the 
third, the Irish desperately 
needed a game-changing 
drive.

Behind big plays through 
the air from tight end Michael 
Mayer and some momentum-
building runs by running 
back Logan Diggs, the Irish 
found themselves at the Stan-
ford 10-yard line with 6:30 to 
play.

One play later, running back 
Audric Estime scampered into 
the end zone to punctuate a 
six-play, 75-yard drive, cutting 
the 13-point deficit to six mid-
way through the third quarter.

That offensive momentum 
carried into the early seconds 
of the fourth quarter for Notre 
Dame, taking its first lead 
with 14:53 to go.

After a big stop of Stanford 
on fourth down by the Notre 
Dame defense, the Irish drove 
60 yards in six plays to take a 
14-13 lead after a perfect pass 
from Pyne found wide receiver 

Tobias Merriweather for a 
41-yard touchdown.

“Tobias is a speed demon,” 
Pyne said. “He’s great at run-
ning routes. He’s a big target, 
and he has great hands. … 
You saw I just missed him on 
what would’ve been a touch-
down earlier in the game. I 
was happy he made that play 
for us, and hopefully he’ll keep 
building on his role.”

Instead of using what had 
become a much more alive 
crowd and getting a stop to 
try to put the contest away, 
the Notre Dame defense 
allowed Stanford to answer 
the Merriweather touchdown 
catch.

The Cardinal drove 51 yards 
on 10 plays in just over four 
minutes to set up Karty for 
another 43-yard field goal. 
He made his third kick to 
help Stanford regain the lead, 
16-14, with 10:20 to play.

The Irish used a heavy dose 
of both Estime and Diggs to 
push their way into Stanford 
territory midway through the 
fourth quarter.

Notre Dame upset by Stanford at home

Joseph Weiser | The Goshen News

Notre Dame running back Audric Estime (7) fumbles 
the ball and is recovered by Stanford safety Jonathan 
McGill (2) during Saturday’s game at Notre Dame Stadium 
in South Bend.

NOTRE DAME FOOTBALL

making mistakes on dumb 
little errors. We weren’t talk-
ing. We were getting really 
mad. Then, when we’re mad, 
we yell at each other. But we 
got it together and did it as a 
team.”

The message worked.
Including a five-point ser-

vice run from Baney, the 
Argylls outscored the Com-
ets 13-4 to close out Set 2 
and 63-34 the balance of the 
match. They very much looked 
the part of the sectional favor-
ites.

“We star ted of f pretty 
slow, and after that first set, 
we said ‘Oh, we cannot do 
this,’” Greene said. “We’re 
not going five. We’re ending 
this. We got in the huddle, 
and Kayla really ripped us … 
after that, we’ve really got to 
get it together.”

Jump said it was less about 
mechanics and playing well 
but more about having fun 
and celebrating the positives 
early in the match. Once the 
excitement and the smiles 
were back, M-G looked more 
like itself.

“We got a little bit faster, 
and once we got our speed 
back up, we started having 
fun,” Jump said. “I’m yell-
ing at them to celebrate, and 
that’s a little dishearten-
ing because I’m a big smile 

person, and when I yell, I’m 
loud. Even when we scored a 
cheap point, they were just 
walking around and I said, 
‘This is no fun.’ I think we 
started having more fun and 
got more excited after each 
point.”

A Maddy Moore ace gave the 
Argylls set point, and Maegan 
Wilson put away one of her 
seven kills to even the match 
at 1-1.

From there, Baney took 
over.

The 6-foot senior recorded 
two early blocks to give M-G 
a lead it never relinquished 
in the third set at 5-3 before 
a booming kill from Baney 
pushed the lead to 11-6. Junior 
Ella Brummet added three of 

her six kills during the all-
important third set as the 
Argylls took a 2-1 lead.

A Demie Havens block 
on the opening point of the 
fourth set charged up the M-G 
bench, but it wasn’t until three 
straight Baney kills made it a 
19-11 lead the Argylls could 
sense the end was in sight. On 
championship point, sopho-
more Johnna Hiatt’s sixth kill 
clinched Madison-Grant’s 
third straight title.

“It feels great. It really 
does,” Baney said. “You really 
never know at sectional time 
when the last time you play 
is, especially since this is the 
last time I’m playing (at home) 
ever. It is really sad, but I’m 
glad to have the team behind 

me. We had a great connection 
this year.”

Baney finished the match 
with 18 kills, eight blocks and 
two aces, Moore had 34 assists 
and four kills and Havens 
wound up with six kills and 
two blocks.

It was a record-setting day 
individually for Greene, who 
recorded 34 digs and two 
aces in the championship 
match. Earlier in the day, dur-
ing M-G’s 3-0 sweep of Tipton 
in the semifinal, Greene had 
31 digs and passed Maddi 
Evans for the program record 
for digs in a season. She now 
owns the school record for 
digs in a match, season and 
for her career.

“I remember when I was 
little watching Maddi, and I 
always wanted to be like her, 
do as good as she did and pass 
her records,” Greene said. 
“It really shows me that I’ve 
worked hard to get this record, 
and I’m getting up there, com-
parable to her.”

Jenna Odle — daughter of 
former Indiana University 
basketball player Jarrad Odle 
— led the Comets with 12 kills, 
three blocks and eight assists 
while Adalyn Downing added 
13 assists.

The Argylls will return to 
familiar territory for next 
week’s regional when they face 
2A second-ranked Wapahani 
(28-5) at noon in the second 
semifinal match.

ARGYLLS
CONTINUED FROM B1

Rob Hunt | The Herald Bulletin

Alexis Baney sends over one of her 18 kills during 
Madison-Grant’s 3-1 win over Eastern on Saturday night.

crush the volleyball. McPhaul 
— an Ohio Wesleyan commit 
— finished the championship 
match with nine kills and 
three blocks.

The duo has played in sepa-
rate lineups throughout the 
season but takes advantage 
of each opportunity when the 
designed set arrives for them 
to spike or defend at the net. 
Johnson secured eight kills 
along with an imposing five 
blocks on the defensive end.

McPhaul acknowledged the 
2023 Daleville senior class is 
one of the best because the 

love, teamwork and culture 
built is what gets it through 
the championship campaign.

Wells explained how the 
hunger to repeat brought out 

both the calm and aggres-
sive natures the eight seniors 
share to make the team suc-
ceed. The reigning champions 
came in swinging with pride 

and accomplished the goal by 
focusing on the next point.

“It helps us out a lot because 
they are able to mix their 
shots, which makes them 
both diverse players,” Wells 
said. “I give it to all the eight 
seniors. They really wanted it, 
and they wanted to get after 
it by staying focused and hav-
ing fun.”

Wells said maturity has 
improved the most for the 
Broncos because the team has 
learned how to fight through 
each point. The 10th-ranked 
Broncos will open the Class 
1A Clinton Central regional 
against Cambridge City Lin-
coln (25-6) on Saturday at 
10 a.m.

REPEAT
CONTINUED FROM B1

David Humphrey | For The Herald Bulletin

The Daleville Broncos pose with their sectional 
championship trophy.

stride, and Pierce ran under 
it and into the end zone as an 
announced crowd of 65,749 
roared its approval.

Wide receiver Michael Pitt-
man Jr. – who had 13 catches 
for 134 yards — watched the 
whole scene play out from the 
opposite side of the field.

“So I’m pretty much (on 
the) far side and the ball goes 
up and I see (Pierce) kind of 
chicken-wing (Griffin) off of 
him, and I was like, ‘Oh (crap), 
oh (crap),’” Pittman said. “And 
then he catches it, and then I 
said an even more worse word. 
Then I ran over there and lifted 
him up, loved him up a little 
bit.”

It was a play filled with 
emotion to deliver a victory 
Indianapolis (3-2-1) had to 
have.

It was the Colts first win in 
four tries against AFC South 
opponents, and it positioned 
the team in a virtual tie for 
first place in the division with 
the Tennessee Titans (3-2) – 
whom they will face next week 
in Nashville, Tennessee.

Of at least equal importance, 
it was the first time all year the 
offense upheld its end of the 
bargain.

The offensive line sur-
rendered no sacks, and 
Indianapolis didn’t turn the 
ball over – both firsts through 
the first month-and-a-half of 
the season. And it all came 
with a no-huddle approach 
that has been in the works for 
weeks.

“We’ve always had it in there 
every week as a tool,” Reich 
said. “You know, ‘Hey, we’ll get 
ready to use it.’ And we’ve used 
it late in games, but this week 
we game-planned around it. 
This week we said, ‘OK, it’s not 
going to be just a tool. We’re 
going to commit to it.’ And the 
guys bought in.”

The move seemed to slow 
down the Jacksonville pass 
rush and get Ryan into a 
rhythm.

The quarterback was sacked 
21 times through the first five 
weeks and turned the ball over 
10 times. Seven of those mis-
cues came on interceptions 
and three were the result of his 
NFL-high 11 fumbles.

Sunday, Ryan was calm and 
efficient finishing 42-of-58 
for 389 yards and three touch-
downs without his top two 
running backs – Jonathan Tay-
lor (ankle) and Nyheim Hines 
(concussion).

“We weren’t perfect by any 
stretch,” Ryan said. “Again, 
I’ll say it, there’s things we can 

improve on for sure. But not 
putting our team in tough posi-
tions with turnovers, trying to 
play at least for the most part 
in front of the sticks. There’s 
still some drives I think we 
could have done better on that. 
But we overcame a lot, too.”

The offense needed to be 
resilient because the defense 
was uncharacteristically leaky.

Jacksonville (2-4) rushed 
for 243 yards and averaged 7.4 
yards per carry. Trevor Law-
rence was not as dangerous 
with his arm as he has been 
in recent meetings – finish-
ing 20-of-22 for 163 yards and 
one touchdown – but he ran for 
two scores and helped stake the 
Jaguars to an early 14-3 lead.

His 1-yard score and a 
61-yard jaunt by JaMycal 
Hasty – the longest rush 
allowed by Indianapolis this 
season – were sandwiched 
around a 28-yard field goal by 
Chase McLaughlin to give the 
visitors a two-score lead with 
11:27 remaining in the first 
half.

The Colts answered with a 
4-yard touchdown catch by 
Parris Campbell and a 42-yard 
field goal by McLaughlin to cut 
the deficit to 14-13 at intermis-
sion.

Jacksonville extended the 
lead with Lawrence’s 2-yard 
touchdown run on the first 

drive of the third quarter, but 
Indianapolis appeared to draw 
even after a 3-yard touchdown 
run by Deon Jackson and 
apparent 2-point conversion 
catch by Pittman.

Replay overruled Pittman’s 
reception, however, and the 
Jaguars led 21-19 with 5:44 left 
in the third.

The Colts went in front for 
the first time on Jelani Woods’ 
10-yard touchdown reception 
with 12:47 to play, but Jackson-
ville answered with an 18-play, 
84-yard march that milked 
10:03 from the clock and ended 
with a 4-yard touchdown pass 
to Christian Kirk.

The 2-point conversion 
failed, giving the visitors a 
27-26 lead and setting up the 
final drive.

Ryan could have taken a 
check down and put the game 
on McLaughlin’s leg in the final 
seconds. Instead, empowered 
by Reich, he went for the jug-
ular and completed his third 
game-winning drive of the 
season.

“He wants to go out there 
and make the play to win,” 
Pierce said of his head coach. 
“He’s not scared. He believes 
in our players. He knows that 
Matt is a smart quarterback 
and will make the right deci-
sion, and he believes in us at 
receiver.”

COLTS
CONTINUED FROM B1

appearance in as many years.
Jarrell, who was also sec-

ond last week, finished in 
18:38 Saturday. She was 1:33 
off the pace set by Souther-
land’s 17:05, but was also :52 
ahead of third-place Charlee 
Gibson from Blue River Val-
ley.

Jarrell was content to run 
her own race and not concern 
herself with Southerland’s 
run.

“I know she’s on a different 
level than everyone else, so I 
just let her go out and do her 
thing, and I’ll do mine,” Jar-
rell said. “I just try to stay in 
my race and do what I know 
what I can do.”

Also running near the 
front for the girls was 
Goodwin in fourth, Norris 
in fifth, Hadley Walker of 
Pendleton Heights in ninth, 
Jaycee Thurman of Pendle-
ton Heights in 11th, Thomas 
in 24th and PH freshman 
Lily Hessler in 25th. Abby 
Davidson was the fifth Ara-
bian to score, placing 44th 
overall.

Norris and the Broncos 
already made history this 
week as the girls advanced 

to regional as a team for the 
first time. Next Saturday at 
Indiana Wesleyan, despite 
battling a sinus infection, 
Norris hopes to make a little 
more school history.

“I was thinking about 
maybe not coming, but I 
think about how much effort 
I put in this summer, and I 
didn’t want to risk not going 
to semistate,” she said. “My 
goal is to get to state and be 
the first girl from our school 
to do it.”

Just behind Price, Cam-
eron Smith was fifth — six 
seconds ahead of Blake — 
with Hunter Smith finishing 
15th, Burress coming home 
in 22nd and Will Coggins of 
Pendleton Heights in 26th.

Additional scoring for the 
Arabians came from Benson 
Davis (32nd), Jason Lyst 
(34th) and Lucas Pardue in 
56th.

At the Marion Regional, 
site of next week’s semistate, 
Madison- Grant juniors 
Dylan Hofherr was 41st and 
Caleb Ewer was 58th in the 
boys race while sophomore 
Emma Kelich was 76th for 
the girls.

Contact Rob Hunt at rob.hunt@
heraldbulletin.com or 765-
640-4886.

CHARGE
CONTINUED FROM B1

Rob Hunt | The Herald Bulletin

Lapel freshman Sophie Goodwin and Daleville junior 
Faith Norris run together at the 2 mile mark. Both placed 
in the top-fi ve at regional Saturday and advance to next 
week’s semistate.

JENNA FRYER
AP AUTO R ACING WRITER

LAS VEGAS — Team Pen-
ske has a shot at two major 
championships this year — 
Joey Logano became the first 
driver to qualify for NASCAR’s 
title-deciding finale with a win 
Sunday at Las Vegas Motor 
Speedway.

“We’re racing for a cham-
pionship! Let’s go!” Logano 
screamed to the crowd. “All 
you want to do is get to the 
championship four when the 
season starts and race for a 
championship, and we’ve got 
the team to do it. I don’t see 
why we can’t win at this point.”

Logano, who won for the 
third time this season and 
third time at Las Vegas, is 
NASCAR’s 2018 champion 
and advanced to the champi-
onship race for the fifth time 
in his career. Team Penske last 
month celebrated the IndyCar 
championship when driver 
Will Power won his second 
title.

Logano used a late pit stop 
for new tires hoping the new 
Goodyears would give him a 
shot. He gained six immediate 
spots, but his Ford was still in 
eighth on the final restart with 
16 laps remaining.

Chase Briscoe restarted 
as the leader ahead of Justin 
Haley and Ross Chastain, 
and Chastain used a sweeping 
three-wide pass on the bottom 
of the track to take the lead. 
Logano charged through the 
field, but Chastain success-
fully used several blocks to 

hold him off.
Logano ultimately pulled 

alongside Chastain on the 
frontstretch with three laps 
remaining to claim the first 
spot in next month’s champi-
onship race.

“There was a clear differ-
ence in tires there, so we fully 
believed that we could hold 
him off and win the race on 
the tires we had, and Joey did 
a good job of getting through 
the field,” said Chastain, who 
finished second in a Chevrolet 
for Trackhouse Racing.

Kyle Busch, who was elimi-
nated from the playoffs in the 
first round, finished third in a 
Toyota for Joe Gibbs Racing.

Playoff drivers Briscoe 
finished fourth in a Ford for 
Stewart-Haas Racing and 
Denny Hamlin, in a Toyota 
from Joe Gibbs Racing, came 
from 31st to finish fifth.

The race was the first of 
three in this round of NAS-
CAR’s playoffs. The eight 
remaining drivers will be 
whittled down to four for the 
winner-take-all finale at Phoe-
nix next month.

With the stakes so high, 
the race was fraught with 
tension from the start and 
even included nearly a fight 
between Bubba Wallace and 
reigning NASCAR cham-
pion Kyle Larson. NASCAR 
said it will review the inci-
dent, which included what 
appeared to be Wallace 
deliberately wrecking Larson 
and Wallace pushing an offi-
cial, and any penalties would 
be issued next week.

Logano wins at Las Vegas;
earns NASCAR title race spot


