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Request for council member’s disqualification denied

PENDLETON — The attorney for Pendleton Town 
Council has denied a request for President Jessica 
Smith to disqualify herself from voting on the pos-
sible termination of Police Chief Marc Farrer.

In a letter to Farrer’s attorney Edward Merchant, 
town attorney Mark Wohlford cited multiple reasons 
based on prior case law.

Last week Merchant sought to disqualify Smith 
from casting a vote on upholding Farrer’s dismissal 
contending she was biased.

A disciplinary hearing on Farrer’s dismissal is set 
for 2 p.m. Friday.

Merchant could not be reached for comment on 
Tuesday.

Wohlford said the comments attributed to Smith 

in an interview with WTHR were almost identical to 
the wording of the written amended charges against 
Farrer and voted on by the council.

“President Smith reiterating publicly known lan-
guage from a charge that was adopted in a publically 
known vote is not evidence of bias and poses no due 
process concerns,” Wohlford wrote.

“Every member of the town council voted on the 
Amended Charges and will participate in the hearing 
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Pendleton police chief Farrer’s 
disciplinary hearing set for Friday What’s next

Who: Pendleton Town 
Council disciplinary 
hearing concerning 
Police Chief Marc Farrer
When: 2 p.m. Friday
Where: Pendleton Town 
Hall, 100 W. State St.

Make pizza at home 
in a skillet — PAGE D1

ALEXANDRIA — As others 
decorated the platform from 
which guest conductor Kelly 
A. Ford practiced his craft, the 
250-student choir started to rock 
slowly from side to side in prepa-
ration for singing a spiritual.

“It’s kind of cool to be with a 
lot of different choirs because it’s 
a different sound. With a larger 
choir, it’s a fuller sound,” said 
Macie Schmitt, 17.

A senior at Lapel High School, 
Schmitt has performed in the 
Madison County Choral Festival 
since she was a freshman.

The festival, which takes place 
at a different high school each 
year, celebrated its 75th anniver-
sary with a performance Tuesday 
at Alexandria-Monroe Jr-Sr. High 
School.

The hourlong program included 
renditions of “Let There Be Peace 
on Earth,” “Better Together” and 
an African song, “Bonse Aba.”

Schmitt said participating in 

the mass choir, which included 
students from Elwood, Frankton, 
Lapel, Madison-Grant and Pend-
leton Heights, taught her different 
strategies to help her voice blend 
with those of other singers.

“You learn how to turn music 
into art,” she said. “They just 
provide a different point of view, 
a different look into the music you 
don’t get from the classroom set-
ting.”

Elwood Jr.-Sr. High School 
senior C.J. Morgan, 17, also has par-
ticipated in the mass choir since he 

was a freshman. He said getting to 
know the students from the other 
schools was easy.

“The easy thing about that is we 
have the passion because we’re all 
here for the same reason,” he said.

But ever yone has to pull 
their weight to make it work, Mor-
gan said.

“We have to count on everyone 
to have their music memorized. In 
the past, I’ve been next to people 
who have not,” he said.
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Students from six county schools learn choreography from Kenny Shepard for the Madison County Choral Festival on Tuesday.
The students first learned their songs at their respective schools and were brought together Tuesday afternoon to rehearse for the 
evening performance. “This is all my choirs have sung for the past nine weeks,” Lapel High School director Jeannine Terhune said.

‘A fuller sound’ Mass choir celebrates 
75th annual performance

See FARRER on A2

ACS leader 
defends call 
after suicide 
of student

ANDERSON — Two weeks after 
a Highland Middle School student 
took his life while away from school 
property, Anderson Community 
Schools Superinten-
dent Timothy Smith 
stands by his deci-
sion not to send an 
email about the sui-
cide to the school 
community.

Many schools and 
districts typically 
send emails or writ-
ten letters to parents 
and guardians when serious inci-
dents involving students occur. 

“We do not send ... home an email 
for every incident that occurs,” Smith 
said Monday. “It truly varies from 
situation to situation. It depends on 
the privacy needs of the family.”

An ACS staffer, who asked not 
to be identified, said she received 
emails from school administration 
in cases where a teacher at another 
school suffered the death of a child, 
school lockdowns and even the sui-
cide death of a student in another 
school district.

Smith said he has received four 
complaints about his decision not to 
send an email concerning the suicide 
of the Highland student.
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Meeting today at AHS
Anderson Community Schools 
will host a community meeting 
to discuss bullying, suicide 
and mental health options 
at 6 o’clock tonight in the 
auditorium at Anderson High 
School, 4610 Madison Ave.

Tim Smith

See ACS on A4

See CHOIR on A2

United Way’s first Legacy of Hope 
Award recognizes Larry Contos

ANDERSON — The late Larry Contos 
was honored for his long-standing support 
of the Madison County United Way on Tues-
day night.

The longtime president of Pay Less Super 
Market and avid racing fan died last Sep-
tember.

His daughters, Courtney Contos and 
Meredith Contos-Brooks, as well as their 

children, were on hand for the presentation 
of the first Legacy of Hope Award.

During Contos’ lifetime, said Nancy 
Vaughan, president of United Way, he 
donated not only money to the annual cam-
paign, but also his time, energy and support 
in hope of creating a better, stronger com-
munity.

Contos quietly invested his own time and 
money in community festivals, the arts and 
education. He also committed corporate 
resources to those endeavors, and encour-
aged employees to support community 
events and organizations.
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Fall campaign raises 
$750,000 for programs

Don Knight | The Herald Bulletin

From left, 
Courtney 
Contos and 
Meredith 
Contos accept 
the Legacy of 
Hope Award 
on behalf of 
their father, 
Larry Contos, 
during the 
United Way 
of Madison 
County awards 
celebration and 
annual meeting 
at Harrah’s 
Hoosier Park 
on Tuesday.

See UNITED WAY on A2


